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INTRODUCTION 
 
The work is a collection of all unique two through six note ascending phrases containing the open sixth string followed by 
one or more 40 natural harmonics found on the first through fifth strings of the electric guitar in which each note occurs on 
a different string, resulting in 43,511 phrases arranged 13 phrases to a page for 3,347 pages. 
 
 
 
PERFORMANCE NOTES 
 
All or a subset of pages are chosen for a performance and arranged in any order, where no single page is ever used more 
than once in a performance. Starting from the top of the page, one phrase follows another phrase, and likewise, one page 
follows another page. Phrases are played (not too) slowly, and strings are allowed to ring for as long as possible. The electric 
guitar is heavily distorted. 
 
When a performance involves multiple guitarists, the guitarists perform from different pages and at different tempos. They 
may use visual or auditory cues to ensure asynchrony. 
 
Natural harmonics are notated with circles and cent deviations from equal temperament above note heads; the string 
number (in parenthesis) and partial number (preceded with a dash) are written below note heads. 
 
 
 
TUNING 
 
The electric guitar is in a non-standard tuning in which the first five strings are tuned to natural harmonics found on the 
sixth string: 
 

STRING PITCH 

6 E2 

5 2nd harmonic tuned to the 3rd harmonic of string 6 

4 4th harmonic tuned to the 7th harmonic of string 6 

3 2nd harmonic tuned to the 5th harmonic of string 6 

2 4th harmonic tuned to the 11th harmonic of string 6 

1 2nd harmonic tuned to the 9th harmonic of string 6 

 
 
 
AIDE FOR LOCATING NATURAL HARMONICS 
 
There are multiple locations for playing natural harmonics on a string. These locations are chosen by the guitarist. The 
following chart is provided as an aide: 
 

Josel, Seth F., and Ming Tsao. The Techniques of Guitar Playing. Kassel: Bärenreiter, 2014. 

 
Robert Blatt, 2015 
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